P AN L T VS NI RS |

Nationality:
British

Education and qualifications:

PhD 1982 University of London, Supervisor Prof Lorna Casselton
BSc 1978 Genetics and Microbiology (First Class Honours), University of
London

Appointments:

2002-present Director, Beatson Institute for Cancer Research, Glasgow, UK
1999-2002 Laboratory Chief, NCI-FCRDC, USA

1998-1999 Interim Director, ABL Basic Research Programme, USA
1995-1998 Laboratory Director, ABL Basic Research Programme, USA
1987-1995 Group Head, Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, London, UK
1985-1987 Visiting Fellow with Dr Doug Lowy, NCI, USA

1981-1985 Post-doctoral Fellow with Prof Chris Marshall, ICR, London, UK
RESEARCH

Summary of group’s interests:

The p53 protein plays a fundamental role in protecting from cancer. This reflects its ability to inhibit
proliferation or eliminate cells that have the potential of malignant progression, although recent work
has also shown a role for p53 in allowing cells to adapt to and survive certain stress signals. Indeed,
loss of p53 function appears to be required for tumour development, raising the possibility that its
reactivation could have therapeutic benefits in many types of malignancy. Our studies concentrate on
understanding how p53 is activated, the functions of wild type that contribute to its ability to prevent
cancer progression and the mechanisms by which mutant p53s may contribute to tumorigensis and

metastasis.
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